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The European Parliament, headquartered in 
Strasbourg and Brussels, with additional offices in 

Luxembourg, is one of the most important organs of 
the European Union and one of the largest 

democratically elected parliaments in the world. The 
28 EU member states and their over 512 million 

citizens are represented by 750 members of 
European Parliament.  

Despite technically having more power than the 
European Commission and sharing responsibility of 

the budget with the former, its members of 
parliament are unable to propose legislation but 

decide on behalf of EU citizens whether proposed 
legislation is to be accepted or rejected. In recent 
years, the EU parliament has passed a number of 
initiatives that have greatly benefited its electorate, 

such as the elimination of roaming fees, as well as the 
creation of the Single European Payments Area 

(SEPA).

France has eight 
regional constituencies 

that each elect a group of 

MEPs proportionally.

Germany elects its MEPs from  regional lists, but votes are  totalled nationally.

96 
 MEPs

74 
 MEPs
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Belgium’s voters elect three 

colleges of MEPs to represent the 

country in Parliament based on the  

language they speak.

21 
 MEPs

Spain has a single 
national list that it elects its  MEPs from proportionally.

54 
 MEPs
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Each of the EU’s member states are allocated seats in the European Parliament 
based on degressive proportionality, meaning that smaller countries are 
intentionally over-represented compared to the largest ones.  

Member states are allowed to set their own rules for how their own MEPs are 
elected, but they are required to use some form of proportional representation 
in their election. 

In the spring of 2019, prior to the next European 
Parliament election, the United Kingdom is scheduled 
to leave the EU.  When that happens, some states will 

receive new seats to make up for the change in 
proportionality created by the U.K.’s departure.

LEFT 
Communist and far-
left MEPs

S&D 
Mainstream social-
democratic MEPs

Greens 
Environmentalist and 
regionalist MEPs

EPP 
Pro-EU conservative 
and christian 
democrat MEPs

ECR 
Eurosceptic 
conservative MEPs

EFDD 
Radical right and 
anti-establishment 
eurosceptic MEPs

Non-Inscrits 
MEPs that don’t sit 
with any europarty.

Though MEPs are elected under the 
banners of their own national political 
parties, once they sit in the European 
Parliament they sit with a europarty’s group 
in the hemicycle. 

For example: 
a German MEP from the CDU would sit 
with the European People’s Party. 
a Belgian MEP from the MR would sit with 
the Alliance of Liberals & Democrats. 
a Polish MEP from the PiS would sit with the 
European Conservatives & Reformists. 
a Dutch MEP from the pvdA would sit with 
the European Socialists & Democrats. 

Though it is a partisan chamber, the 
European Parliament tends to gravitate 
towards consensus-driven politics, and it is 
not uncommon for multiple parties to work 
together in support of a proposed bill.

Elections to the European Parliament are held in late May every five years, but different 
member states hold their elections on different dates.  Some, like the Czech Republic, 
allow citizens two days to vote.  Others, such as France, hold elections at different times in 
different regions, with elections in the country’s overseas departments held a day early.

The first European Parliament elections were held in 1979, but 
in elections since then, EU-wide turnout has fallen, and turnout 
varies wildly among the different member-states.

ALDE 
Liberal, humanist  
and radical centrist 
MEPs

Since elections to the 
European Parliament are 
ultimately conducted by 
each member state, 
every state maintains 
different eligibility 
requirements for people 
to cast a vote or stand for 
election. 

For instance, European 
voters can’t always vote 
in another member state, 
even if that’s where they 
live. 

Degressive proportionality doesn’t 
mean that seat apportionment is totally 
proportional.  Malta has the same 
number of seats in the Parliament as 
Estonia, even though Estonia is three 
times larger than Malta!
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Belgium routinely has 

among the highest rates 
of turnout for European 

Parliament elections, 
because voting there is 
compulsory and at the 
same time as national 

elections.

13%
Slovakia often has 
very low turnout for 
European Parliament 
elections; turnout has 
never exceeded 20%. 

MEPs and parties 
rarely campaign 

publicly.

Even if their 
country’s voting age 

is higher, any EU 
citizen in Austria 
can vote at 16.

In Romania, you 
must be 18 to vote, 
but 23 to run for the 

European 
Parliament.

In France, citizens 
over 18 can vote 
even if they’ve 
never lived in 

France.

Low turnout in European Parliament 
elections has seen fringe parties win 
more seats than would otherwise be 
expected.  For example, the 
Rassemblement National in France is 
one of the largest parties in the country’s 
parliamentary delegation, but holds just 
a few seats in the French Parliament.


